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Mayor's Statement

Distinguished guests, members of the
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance, international
friends, and everyone committed to the
sustainable development of local com-
munities:

On behalf of the people of Majia Town-
ship, it is my great pleasure to welcome
you to Pingtung County for the 7th
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance Annual Meet-
ing and Forum.

First and foremost, | would like to
extend my warmest welcome and
heartfelt appreciation to our distin-
guished repres entatives of the central
and local governments, scholars and
experts, our international Cittaslow
partners, and friends from Cittaslow
communities across Taiwan and
around the world. Your presence is a
tremendous honor for Majia Township.

Cittaslow is more than simply slowing
the pace of life — it is a philosophy that
embraces respect for nature, apprecia-
tion of cultural heritage, and care for
both people and place. Since the
Cittaslow Movement was born in 1999
in Italy, its vision has inspired commu-
nities worldwide to -cultivate their
unigue identities through cultural
preservation, environmental sustain-
ability, community participation, and
local revitalization. In Taiwan, the
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance continues to
strengthen collaboration among its
member towns through annual meet-
ing, forums, and cross-regional part-

nerships, while advancing the shared
values of sustainable and people-cen-
tered development.

Majia Township is one of the cultural
heartlands of the Paiwan people and a
proud member of the Cittaslow Taiwan
Alliance. Blessed with magnificent
mountain landscapes, rich biodiversity,
historic slate-house settlements, and a
vibrant Paiwan cultural heritage, we
preserves generations of traditional
craftsmanship, songs, ceremonies,
cuisine, and indigenous knowledge.
These invaluable cultural treasures are
not only a source of pride fors Majia
but also serve as an important cultural
bridge connecting Taiwan with the world.

In recent years, Majia Township has
embraced the vision of "Rooted in
Culture, Guided by Ecology; Building
Community, Advancing Sustainability."
By integrating Cittaslow principles into
local governance, we have worked to
connect cultural preservation, distinc-
tive local industries, eco-tourism, envi-
ronmental education, youth engage-
ment, and community well-being.
Through these efforts, we strive to build
a sustainable mountain community
where quality of life, cultural vitality,
and global cannection flourish together.

Hosting the 7th Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance
Annual Meeting and Forum is not only a
great honor but also an important
responsibility for Majia Township
Through this forum, we look forward to



sharing governance experiences with
our alliance partners, strengthening
international partnerships, and explor-
ing new pathways for local revitaliza-
tion, net-zero sustainability, cultural
preservation, and sustainable tourism.
Together, we aspire to showcase the
value of Cittaslow, while sharing the
stories and values of Taiwan and Majia
with the world.

This year's forum is honored to welcome
distinguished guests from Japan, the
Republic of Korea, Malaysia, and the
United States, who will share their valu-
able experiences in sustainable gover-
nance and Cittaslow development. We
believe that international dialogue not
only strengthens cross-barder cooper-
ation but also enables the Paiwan
culture and the spirit of Taiwan's
Cittaslow communities to shine more
brightly on the global stage.

Our Paiwan ancestors taught us that
the relationships between people and
the land, people and nature, and
among our community members
should be built upon mutual respect,
sharing, and stewardship. This world-
view deeply resonates with the values
embraced by the Cittaslow Movement,
including human-centered develop-
ment, environmental sustainability,
and the preservation of local identity.
We hope that Indigenous wisdom can
contribute fresh perspectives and
lasting inspiration to the global pursuit
of sustainable development.

Looking ahead, Majia Township will
continue advancing toward interna-
tional Cittaslow certification while
deepening collaboration with the
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance and Cittaslow
communities around the world. We are
committed to making culture a driving
force for local development, sustain-
ability an integral part of everyday life,
and Cittaslow a shared home of
well-being for future generations.

Finally, | would like to once again
express my sincere gratitude to all our
distinguished guests for joining us in
Majia. May you take this opportunity to
slow down, immerse yourself in the
beauty of our culture, nature, and warm
hospitality, and experience the spirit of
Cittaslow in practice. Together, let us
embark on a new chapter in sustainable
local development for Taiwan and
beyond.

I wish the 7th Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance
Annual Meeting and Forum every
success, and extend my warmest wishes
for your good health, happiness, and a
memorahle stay in Majia.

Sincerely,

Mayor of Majia Township

O)»'in.? -Jen Lo
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2026 Cittaslow Forum in Majia

Nestled in the northern mountainous region of Pingtung County and embraced by
the majestic Mount Beidawu, Majia Township is one of Taiwan's most distinctive
Indigenous communities, renowned for its breathtaking natural landscapes and rich
cultural heritage. As one of the principal homelands of the Paiwan people, Majia has
preserved its traditional tribal culture, social organization, and customary institu-
tions through generations, making it an invaluable repository of Indigenous history,
cultural identity, and living traditions.

In recent years, Majia Township has actively embraced the Cittaslow philosophy.
Since joining the Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance in 2017, the township has integrated
Cittaslow principles into its governance and local development strategies. Through
the promotion of eco-tourism, the preservation of cultural heritage, the develop-
ment of local slow food and sustainable agriculture, and the creation of a low-car-
bon living environment, Majia has steadily advanced its vision of becoming a truly
livable mountain community. Rooted in its Indigenous culture and exceptional natu-
ral resources, the township is committed to sustainable local governance, inviting
visitors not only to explore the mountains, but also to immerse themselves in the
culture. Here, people are encouraged to slow down, experience the rhythm of the
mountains, and discover the authentic spirit of a Cittaslow community.

The Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance hosts its Annual Conference as a platform that
connects Cittaslow communities across Taiwan while bringing together scholars,
experts, Cittaslow representatives, and practitioners from Taiwan and abroad.
Through keynote forums, policy dialogue, experience sharing, and field visits, the
conference strengthens collaboration among member communities and supports
more towns in advancing toward the standards of Cittaslow International and the
broader goals of sustainable development.

In 2026, Majia Township is honored to host the 7th Annual Conference of the
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance. Beyond showcasing the township's achievements in
promoting the Cittaslow philosophy, preserving cultural heritage, and advancing
sustainable governance, the conference offers participants an opportunity to experi-
ence Majia's unigue local identity—one deeply rooted in Paiwan culture and
enriched by its mountain landscapes and natural environment. We sincerely invite
every guest to discover the irreplaceable charm of Majia, a mountain Cittaslow com-
munity where culture, nature, and sustainability come together in harmaony.

09
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20260 2R F T EHIERE
The 7th Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance Annual Meeting and Forum

B -18E-EZEMHRE Arrival -Tour - Banquet
11:00-12:00  $RE)

Registration

12:00-14:00 ERFE
Slow-food Lunch

14:00-17:00 BRI EEER

Slow Tour-Route A
R FERBRXAREREXCEE
Sl Cultural Performance & Park Guided Tour

17:00-18:00 FH%%RE

Afternoon Registration

18:00-21:00 ©EBHFTEIHE
Opening Ceremony & Welcome Banquet

21:00 i, 57

Return

Day2 8.13 1y RiE 8] - W#EKFEE Forum-Routes-Festival

08:00-08:20 %%

Registration

08:20-08:30 BRGEH: HHENFEE

Opening Performance: Paiwan Village YMCA
08:30-09:00 HEMHSEREHEHT

Forum Opening & Remarks

09:00-09:15 EXRADNEEEHEGEKERT
Majia Township Sign MOU With Kiulu, Malaysia

09:15-10:30 HES/ZREETR
Town Sharing & Exchange
B [ ALE 20 Bh 1R 8 S 4 31k 5L HE B K 48 AR ik
Forum theme: "How Al Can Help Preserve Traditional Culture and
Advance Sustainable Tourism."

10:30-10:50  REEZM

Tea break



10:50-12:30 THEBEZEREBERSE
Keynotes & International Exchange

12:30-13:00 #8 - §iF B ERERZE IR
Move to the Slow Tours Area

13:00-14:00 BB E
Slow-food Lunch

14:00-15:30 IEFRISHEEER
Slow Tours:Routes B-E

) EEENFR (PEERE)

Route Indigenous Plant Dyeing Workshop

i BtkiRRE (BRZE)

Sl Shell Ginger Weaving Workshop
AT CEsE (BRES)

el rood and Agriculture Education
A ZENE (REE8E))

WP Environmental Education

15:30-15:50 % & - iR ALEE /N

Moving to Beiye Elementary School

16:00-18:00 IHFRMBUERFES HiZ
Majia Harvest Festival Opening Ceremony

18:00 HE, &5

Return

8.14ri  ®BX® Annual Meeting

08:30-09:00 RE
Registration
09:00-10:00 OCEEBHHAGEAE
Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance Members' Assembly
10:00-10:10 HBEXHEH
VIP Remarks
10:10-11:30 HBR-TERLIAB/RXHR
Awards, Handover & Gift Exchange
11:30 i
Departure Shuttles
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Explore Majia:
Themed Routes A-E

EEBFORAXME-TE-ERIRR BRARREER KRR UMELEE
B S REZHFE LR RRIBRO B MKIT-

Step into Majia and experience the spirit of slow travel through five
curated journeys. From Indigenous culture and traditional crafts to
local food, agriculture, and environmental education, discover the
stories of the mountains and communities, and immerse yourself in
the enduring charm of Paiwan culture.

BEA | XUERREESE

Routes A | Cultural Performance & Park Guided Tour

RIEREXL « BEER « RIRER

FERTHBHOERERREXHCER BBEXEBEABTH EHEEEERER
BRRERS RARBEERERBRXN -ELRERETEZ -BHXLRRE RS
Wik SN REGTAERRREIRKREBARENETER RRBRBXMLE
FRIBHXKRERISE-

Explore the Taiwan Indigenous Peoples Cultural Park on a guided tour through its
exhibition halls and traditional villages. Discover the rich heritage, history, and
wisdom of Taiwan’s Indigenous peoples while experiencing their harmonious
relationship with nature and Majia’ s vision of sustainable, slow tourism.

g ]

9 EEFEFRAEREE Taiwan Indigenous Peoples Cultural Park



e DIant Duaine Wavlereh
Fldlll DYyCIng WOrKksi

RIEHEMF R « KFEE < 8HER

RETHBRRIBEREDERRE BABRBEARARARI #ERR - HEFEROER
POEENRRH - BKTEROR T TREBBHORFRARKEKERSR-

Experience eco-printing with locally sourced plants and natural earth dyes. Capture
the unique patterns and colors of nature on fabric while exploring the sustainable
and eco-friendly spirit of Cittaslow.

Q =fH - PEELE
Eden Joy Garden, Sanhe Village

RixtEY) x AR x SPETE

AMEHERASUKREEEFTPEROEMME (LR EIE BB -2 DR &
EWBEERYOEZ - AERZBMTEL BT ERFZMEHIERA IRR - EE
EEEMEYANRBNRER UREBRBEX ML IENIEMF-

Experience traditional shell-ginger weaving, a craft rooted in Paiwan and Rukai daily
life. From natural materials to handmade creations, discover how plants carry cultural
wisdom, sustainable living practices, and the beauty of Indigenous craftsmanship.

0 TEIWEE - BERFEA Marjane Barn, Rinari

13
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12D | REHE

Routes D | Food and Agriculture Education

RERHE « ANEX « REXHK

REABEEI BETHA-FERRER SEEARERR - BRRREFFLRIE
CEAERRERELRAERINER (Cittaslow) fFige

A three-generation pineapple farm dedicated to natural cultivation, creating a
balanced environment where plants and nature thrive together. Through harvesting
and hands-on baking, guests will experience the Cittaslow philosophy of sustainable
farming and authentic flavors.

Q %A - BRERKMES Ming Chuan Ecological Leisure Farm, Jiayi Village

BIRE | IRIRHE
Routes E | Environmental Education

RIGHE « BEXL « FHEMER

RABEGENRENRAXREARMESEHEARRNERHE R IRHEERKR
REFTR FHRUFE- BUXARK OB XARE - KEABNERE - TR - RE-TH
ZEBREXMRREZM AARRRET ERRFRETERIE-THERELER
2HEHE-



QEnE - EREERN

Evergreen Lily Elementary School, Rinari
A three-generation pineapple farm dedicated to natural cultivation, creating a
balanced environment where plants and nature thrive together. Through harvesting
and hands-on baking, guests will experience the Cittaslow philosophy of sustainable
farming and authentic flavors.

15 6 B2

Embark on a free and leisurely journey

AB1SSHERE ELYRU-BEULRRUMZE BESFBITETHIBAE
REHBE MEBERERE ek —HHERUNG-E5I5E FE-RE- - ARERSTIE
i URBHM T = REH BB cinavu-TEH R o] LI 8 e

Explore Majia along County Highway 185, hike Mt. Liding and Mt. Baibin, and visit the
ancient Old Kaviyangan Settlement with its iconic slate houses. Enjoy Majia coffee, local
crafts, native mangoes, and Paiwan cinavu. In Majia, even a simple journey becomes a
meaningful experience,

HRARAEERERES > UESRLE > BEAHE > AERE
THEFER > BRI IES




I% @ Moderation team

8.12 BREF# A Welcome Banquet MC
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E(#HBE Chun-Nan Yeh

BE
2024 =PI B R EHERR

2024 BROPJWER

2025 RRCIBRA /B

2025 2EIRFRGEDERFE
2025 BT RERKEHEEER

Hosting Experience

2024 Opening Ceremony — Sandimen Township Harvest Festival and Township Games
2024 Majia Township Ballad Festival

2025 RRC Majia Rally

2025 National Indigenous Games Carnival

2025 Kaohsiung City Indigenous Joint Harvest Festival

#%E{& Pasulang

BE
2023 S FRERKETNS-RIOEK

2024 HEBREERTHHRLES

2024 SESH-SHTRERKHSEEE
2025 RERERGEENERFE

2025 BREBIJES

Hosting Experience

2023 Taipei Indigenous Games - The Power of Indigenous Peoples Unleashed
2024 Opening Press Conference for the Austronesian Wedding Ceremony Festival
2024 Kaohsiung Harvest Festival — Kaohsiung Indigenous Joint Harvest Festival
2025 National Indigenous Games Carnival

2025 Majia Township Ballad Festival



8.13 {IEXE A Forum Moderator

{4 Chun-Chieh Ke

L]y
BIR RERRBERBIRAR-FRERABHRLE

X ERMABRHBELE RABNRERBEREXL
HE-

HESEOAEEHIFKER SHEEZBEFEREGINKEDE - FRBFAETRELE
B URMN LOEMOEAERETR -RESMBEREATHEER RURERARSN
BRARB BUASHREZLREIZ N FER-

Brief Introduction

A Rukai Indigenous community member, he currently serves as a Township Representative of
Majia Township, Pingtung County. He holds a Master’ s degree from National Pingtung
University of Science and Technology and has long been dedicated to Indigenous
education, community development, and cultural promotion.

With extensive experience as an emcee for major events, including Indigenous sports
events, harvest festivals, and cultural festivals, he combines academic expertise with
local practice to promote cultural preservation and sustainable community development.

57E% Kuan-Fen Kao

B
2014-2022 BRWWERERHE RBEHT

2016 RERBHATHREEZES | WEREH KRB
2022 2EHEEEHE RETH

Hosting Experience

2014-2022 Majia Township Harvest Festival and Township Games — English MC

2016 Pingtung County Government “Harvest So Much” Harvest Festival — English MC
2022 National Paiwan & Rukai Cup Indigenous Games — English MC



8.13 iHIEFH A Forum Moderator
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ZAE Yueh-Chiao, Stella Yeh

E)

MERPIRK
BAREVRESREERARBHET HBHKR
BHEAMERRERTR

APHEEAERAENLERNTER
6 1% 1 B 22 KR A R
EMERERMLE- TR NTHEREBEA

B
SREYHNRERREXG IR GRE_FAESE
RE - ERHETHE BRERERES

RREE SNEAFNMEIHFRHO2023FEREHNES

E{E
B80S (202568 HAR)
BRIEEHERE-REHRFERT (2022FHHR)

Current Positions

Vice President, Nanhua University

Distinguished Professor, Department of Natural Biotechnology and Master's
Program in Natural Healing, Nanhua University

Executive Director, Higher Education Sprout Project Office, Nanhua University
Executive Director, University Social Responsibility (USR) Project Office, Nanhua
University

Chief Advisor, Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance

Executive Secretary and General Coordinator, Yunlin International Slow Food
Community — Earth Market

Work Experience

Founding President and Second President, Taiwan Biotechnology and Healthcare
Industry Association

International Cittaslow Promotion Committee Member for Dongyin Township,
Chishang Township, and Zhutian Township

Representative of Taiwan at the 2023 Cittaslow International General Assembly,
Parma, Italy

Publications

Taiwan Cittaslow Guide (June 2025)
Slow Food, Slow Living Kitchen: Traveling with the Snail (2022)



$3EfE Yu-Te, Tom Kuo
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MEAZEBRF R
NBEBXRRREE
SRHPHERLEATR

BHHRUARBRRFERFBOE
oREHMEARETORENE
BRABRENEDHZEGER

R

CEHALVABREREPEXE S OF
THE BFESHEEPHTEERGEHE
MER BIFEHREPHRTEZRTEWE
R4 BERIENREPHTESRBWE
BRY BRENRETPHTESRENF

Current Positions

Vice Dean of International Affairs, Nanhua University

Chair, Department of Foreign Languages, Nanhua University

Executive Director, Office of Bilingual Education Program

Specially Appointed Interpreter, Fo Guang Shan University Presidents’ Forum
Conference Interpreter and Translator, Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance

Member, International Cittaslow Promotion Committee, Majia Township

Professional Experience

Chinese-English Simultaneous Interpreter, Fo Guang Shan University Presidents’
Forum — seven editions

English Translator, International Cittaslow Certification Application Proposal,
Zhutian Township

English Translator, International Cittaslow Certification Application Proposal,
Chishang Township

English Translator, International Cittaslow Certification Application Proposal,
Dongyin Township

English Translator, International Cittaslow Certification Application Proposal,
Majia Township

19
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EBI5% Eva Chiu

RE
Alian 96 3EBROEBE EHA

FAERKEIRE SBEMAK AZSBHEEHA
BEEYILinelEY) BEAGEHEBERT

2024 REEHRZEE® EREMABZ®EH

2024 BFPHRERKRXAE EHF

2024 REIRIRBRMANNKERERRIECRE T

Hosting Experience

Host of Alian 96.3 FM Radio Program

Outdoor Program Host — Tribal Flavors on Taiwan Indigenous Television (TITV)
Official Live Commerce Host for Shopee and LINE Shopping

2024 Indigenous Golden Melody Awards Nominee Banquet

2024 Taichung Indigenous Cultural Festival

2024 National Forum on the Development of Indigenous Local Cultural Museums & Banquet

58EE Yu-Te, Tom Kuo

E):

MEXPEBERR
NEBEXRERREME
SRHBHUEMDEATR
FEHALUARBERRFHEFBOE
OEEEEEATOEYE
BRABRENEDHEZEEEE

Current Positions

= Vice Dean of International Affairs, Nanhua University

= Chair, Department of Foreign Languages, Nanhua University

» Executive Director, Office of Bilingual Education Program

» Specially Appointed Interpreter, Fo Guang Shan University Presidents’ Forum
= Conference Interpreter and Translator, Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance

= Member, International Cittaslow Promotion Committee, Majia Township



amiE F 0 =E
Topic Sharing

31 AlNfEIREBEXERERERE

Keynote Speech 1: How Al Can Help Preserve Cittaslow Culture and
Enable Smart Governance ?

2 DLERBRERREREFRERS R

Keynote Speech 2 : Using Ecotourism and Homegardens as Strategies
for Experiencing Slow City

3 BiHERE - ERATEAMEALIRERE
Keynote Speech 3 : Slow Community Garden - Soul Food Brand Launching
using Al.

HEL  BEER T2 — 18EH 2
Keynote Speech 4 : Cittaslow Damyang, the City of Bamboo - The Art of
Living Slowly

&S SHFMEREPHEE

Keynote Speech 5 : The Rebirth of Legendary Crops In Slow Tourism

56 B HREERAIER HEHMHEORT
Keynote Speech 6 : Language, Everyday Life, and Al: Implication for
Cittaslow Communities

BT erSERIARiE B 693 D BB TS XK ETT R AR
Keynote Speech 7 : From Villages to Destinations: Sabah's Journey in
Building Sustainable Communities Through Tourism
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 1

How Al Can Help Preserve Cittaslow
Culture and Enable Smart Governance ?

Keynote Speaker  Yu-Pei Chang
Current Occupation Technical Coordinator of Cittaslow Taiwan

Experience 2014 Assisted Fenglin, Hualien in becoming Taiwan’s first international
slow city
2015: Helped Fenglin, Hualien win the Local Economy Award
2016: Won third place at the inaugural International Slow City Film Awards
2016-2018: Served as a Youth Advisory Committee member for the Execu-
tive Yuan
2017: Awarded the Hakka Youth Innovation and Development Award by the
Hakka Affairs Council

Presentation Summary

Amidst globalization, local identities are at risk of disappearing. The core philosophy
of Cittaslow is to preserve each town's unigueness by maintaining local culture,
ensuring environmental sustainability, and enhancing the quality of life, rather than
rejecting development.

The Role of Al in Cittaslow Development

* Cultural Preservation: Al assists in the digital archiving of historical buildings
and traditional crafts, and establishes multilingual cultural guides to promote
generational heritage.
Sustainable Tourism: Al analyzes tourist traffic to reduce congestion, plans alter-
native routes, and recommends local slow-food experiences, thereby boosting
the local economy.

* Smart Governance: Employs data to support decision-making and monitors the
operation of public facilities, ultimately improving administrative efficiency and
residents' quality of life.

International and Taiwanese Practices

* [talian Experience: Turin combines 5G with multilingual Al guides to create
immersive experiences, while Venice utilizes a "Smart Control Room" to accurate-
ly predict crowd flow and protect fragile cultural heritage.
Taiwan Cittaslow Co-creation Platform: Through cross-regional collaboration
and digital sharing, 12 Cittaslow towns in Taiwan will jointly build a cultural data-
base, develop multilingual smart guides, create a shared tourism platform, and
implement Al for tourism analysis and marketing.
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 2

Using Ecotourism and Homegardens as
Strategies for Experiencing Slow City

Keynote Speaker = Mei-Huil Chen

Current Positions = Professor, Department of Forestry, National Pingtung

University of Science and Technology (NPUST)

= Chairwoman, Taiwan Satoyama Sustainable Innovation
Alliance (TASIS)

= Co-founder of the Taiwan Ecotourism and Local Revitalization
Alliance (TERRA)

Presentation Summary
Ecotourism & Local Revitalization

Development: Since 2002, Prof. Chen has pioneered Community Forestry in
Taiwan. Starting with a successful model in the Sheding community of Kenting,
the initiative has expanded into a comprehensive ecotourism network across the
Hengchun Peninsula.

Core Values: Focuses on low-carbon, low-impact green tourism that integrates
environmental conservation with community well-being. Ecotourism surpluses
are reinvested into the community (e.g, senior citizen bonuses and birthday
cakes).

Wutai Township Case: Following the devastation of Typhoon Morakot, Wutai faced
severe out-migration. By establishing Natural and Cultural Ecological Scenic
Areas in tribes like Adiri, and employing local guides for tours and ecological
monitoring, the project fostered a "Deep Economy" that revives local industry
and preserves culture.

Homegardens

Concept & Structure;: Homegardens are intensive, multi-layered agroforestry
systems cultivated near homes (like food forests). They provide food security,
ecological resilience, and a culture of mutual sharing.

Practices in Majia Township: The presentation highlights various homegardens in
Majia Township (e.g, Patadalj and Eden Joy Garden). These gardens serve as hubs
for preserving traditional crop knowledge, environmental education, therapeutic
healing, and social bonding.

Key Flora: Features versatile local plants like Trichodesma calycosum (used in
traditional dishes like Cinavu) and Alpinia zerumbet, showcasing the integration
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 3

Slow Community Garden - Soul Food Brand
Launching Using Al

Keynote Speaker  Bon Son

Current Positions = Coordinator of the Cittaslow Corea Network
= Vice President of the Cittaslow International

Presentation Outline

1 Conceptualization of Slow Community Garden - Soul Food
2 Business Ideas for the Paradigm Shift

(1) Shared Cittaslow Community Garden Kitchen

(2) Artificationof Community Garden : Edible Garden

(3) Al Small Community Garden for Living Population
3 Phased Recommendations for the Business Development

4 Current Situation of Corean Cittaslow
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 4

Cittaslow Damyang , the City of Bamboo
- The Art of Living Slowly

Keynote Speaker  Jung-gug Lee

Current Positions Deputy Governor, Damyang-gun, South Korea

Presentation Summary

Damyang (the City of Bamboo) highlights its core philosophy of nature and people
living together in harmony through the Cittaslow movement.

History & Community-Led Growth

Milestones: Designated as Asia's first Cittaslow in 2007 (Samjinae Village), it
successfully renewed its status multiple times (2013-2019, 2023) and expanded its
designation to cover the entire county by 2019,

* Resident Empowerment: Today, the movement is actively driven by residents
rather than the government. Initiatives include appointing citizen lecturers and
supporters, and founding the "Damyang On Travel" residents' cooperative in
2025.

Cultural Heritage & Natural Healing

Century-Old Stone Walls: Samjinae Village in Changpyeong features 3.6km of
historic stone walls (Registered National Heritage No. 265). For over a century,
residents have preserved the village's original character by carefully mending
the walls stone by stone rather than tearing them down.

Healing Nature: Juknokwon (Bamboo Forest) and Gwanbangjerim offer therapeu-
tic environments where fresh bamboo air and the cool shade of ancient trees
provide profound natural healing.

Slow Food: The community takes pride in local culinary traditions, offering bam-
boosteamed rice, traditional Hangwa (Korean sweets), and Jang (fermented
sauces) lovingly made by local residents.
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 5
The Rebirth of Legendary Crops In SlowTourism

How Al Can Preserve Tokizawa Daikon Radish and Promote Sustainable Tourism

Keynote Speaker  Tetsutada SUZUKI

Current Occupation Professor, Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, Toyo University
Department Chair of Regional Development Studies

Research field Sociology of Region and Community; Comparative Regional Studies on
Cittaslow Movements in Europe and Asia; Borderland in the Upper
Adria, Nationalism and Regionalism in Trieste (Italy) and Istria(Slovene
and Croatia) in the 21 century, Community Studies

Presentation Summary

This presentation addresses a fundamental challenge of the modern heirloom
movement: How do we reconcile the preservation of cultural biodiversity with the
harsh realities of a market economy? Using the revival of the legendary, labor-inten-
sive Tokizawa Daikon radish in Maebashi-Akagi Slow City (certified in 2017) as a case
study, the presentation proposes a micro-regional travel model.

By mapping local historic assets within a walkable "Kilometer Zero" radius (under 1
km) and anchoring the experience to the deep, historical bond between Tainan and
Maebashi (via former mayor Matao Hatori), the project co-designs a premium, regen-
erative slow tourism package for Taiwanese visitors. Crucially, the initiative leverages
Generative Al not as a tool for economic acceleration, but as a "human-centric digital
scaffolding" to translate, organize, and mediate local wisdom across cultural and
linguistic divides.
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 6

Language, Everyday Life, and Al:
Implications for Cittaslow Communities

Keynote Speaker |kuko Okamoto
Current Occupation Professor, Faculty of Global and Regional Studies, Toyo University

Research field rural development, resource management, and area studies.

Presentation Summary

One language disappears every two weeks in the world— not suddenly, but gradually,
as it stops being used at home, in schools, and in everyday life. For Cittaslow commu-
nities, this matters directly: a living language is what makes a place truly distinctive
for visitors.

This presentation looks at how Al can support — though not replace — efforts to keep
indigenous languages alive. Drawing on Taiwan's language policies and the experi-
ence of Te Hiku Media in New Zealand, | discuss what Al can do (recording, transla-
tion, digital presence) and what it cannot. When Te Hiku built a Maori speech recog-
nition system with 92% accuracy, they also faced a US company demanding their
voice data for commercial use. They refused, created their own data license, and
showed that community control over language data is just as important as the tech-
nology itself

For Cittaslow communities, | believe the slow, community-centered way of life is
exactly what endangered languages need to survive — and that a language still
spoken in daily life is one of the most authentic things a community can offer its
visitors. The presentation closes with a question: how can we create more opportuni-
ties for indigenous languages to be heard and used in everyday life?
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Topic Sharing | Keynote Speech 7

From Villages to Destinations:
Sabah's Journey in Building Sustainable
Communities Through Tourism

Keynote Speaker  Joniston Bangkual

Current Positions = Assistant Minister to the Chief Minister of Sabah
= Chairman of Sabah Tourism Board
= Sabah Assemblyman for Kiulu state constituency

Presentation Summary

Sabah's rural tourism journey demonstrates how tourism can serve as a catalyst for
sustainable rural development when communities are placed at the centre of plan-
ning and implementation.

Since 2014, the Malaysian state of Sabah has adopted a community-based approach
that empowers local communities to manage tourism while preserving their cultural
heritage, protecting the natural environment and creating alternative sources of
income,

Drawing on the experience of Kiulu, one of Sabah's leading Community-Based Tourism
(CoBT) destinations, this presentation shares how long-term investment in community
capacity building, indigenous knowledge, environmental stewardship and digital
innovation has contributed to a more inclusive and sustainable tourism model.
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The first place in Taiwan to receive international Cittaslow certification was
Fenglin Township in Hualien County in 2014. This was followed in 2016 by Sanyi
and Nanzhuang Townships in Miaoli County, and Dalin Township in Chiayi County.
In light of the need to apply for international certification and promote the
Cittaslow concept, the Cittaslow Taiwan Alliance was officially established in 2017.
In addition to the four townships already certified by the headquarters in [taly,
Fenglin Township Mayor Hsiao Wen-lung, who served as the first chairperson of
the Alliance, aimed to provide a platform for other towns and townships interest-
ed in joining the movement. As a result, Taichung City’ s Heping District, Gukeng
Township in Yunlin County, Majia and Jhutian Townships in Pingtung County, Yuli
Township in Hualien County, Chihshang and Luye Townships in Taitung County,
and Dongyin Township in Lienchiang County were invited to form a 12-member
alliance.

To jointly promote ecological conservation, cultural preservation, and a healthy
slow-living lifestyle, and to build environments that meet the seven dimensions
and 72 criteria of international Cittaslow, the Alliance began organizing annual
assemblies in 2020. The first assembly, hosted by Jhutian Township, introduced a
new model of “slow” tourism, raising public awareness of slow living. The second
assembly was held in Chihshang, Taitung in 2021, further expanding recognition
of the Cittaslow concept. Despite the pandemic, the Alliance successfully held its
third and fourth assemblies in Sanyi and Nanzhuang in 2022 and 2023, respec-
tively. During these events, the Vice President of Cittaslow International visited
Taiwan to share South Korea’ s experiences, sparking cross-national exchanges
between Taiwan and Korea.

Among these 12 member townships, seven have officially been certified by the -
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A Cittaslow Where Paiwan Culture and the Land
Flourish Together

Nestled beneath Mt. Dawu and connected by County Highway 185, Majia Township
links foothill settlements, Indigenous villages, and agricultural landscapes into a
distinctive Cittaslow community. Shaped by the Paiwan culture, the surrounding
mountain environment, and the diversity of local lifestyles, Majia reflects a harmo-
nious relationship between people, culture, and nature,

Millet, red quinoa, coffee, cacao, and mangoes are more than agricultural products.
They embody local food traditions, ceremonial practices, ecological knowledge,

and memaories passed down through genera-
tions. The annual Harvest Festival, held in
rhythm with the agricultural calendar, brings
the community together through songs, dance,
blessings, and shared celebrations to express
gratitude to the land and ancestral spirits.

Visitors can explore Rinari Community, the Old
Kaviyangan Slate House Settlement, and the
Indigenous villages along County Highway 185,
where traditional architecture, the Paiwan
language, ancient songs, handicrafts, and com-
munity-led cultural interpretation continue to
sustain cultural identity while embracing con-
temporary life.

At Sanhe Village, where the plains meet the mountains, traditional crafts and agri-
culture have developed side by side. Weaving and other artisanal practices coexist
with the cultivation of millet, red quinoa, and fruit trees, reflecting a way of life
rooted in the land while fostering creativity and resilience.

In Majia, "slow" is not defined merely by the pace of life or the beauty of its moun-
tain landscape. It is reflected in the continuation of cultural traditions, the trans-
mission of Indigenous knowledge, and the shared commitment of different com-
munities and generations to building a sustainable future.

Keywords | Paiwan Culture - Indigenous Villages - Traditional Crafts & Sustainable
Agriculture
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Living the Hakka Tradition Through the Rhythm
of the Seasons

Located in the northern section of the East Longitudinal Valley, Fenglin Township
was among the first communities in Taiwan to receive Cittaslow certification. It is a
town distinguished by its Hakka rural character and a longstanding tradition of
education. Known as the "Hometown of Principals,” Fenglin has cultivated a rich
cultural atmosphere through generations of commitment to learning and commu-
nity life.

Strolling through the lanes of Zhongshan Road, traditional Hakka courtyard
houses, and surrounding rural settlements, visitors encounter red-brick residenc-
es, leafy gardens, vegetables drying in the sun, and one of Taiwan's best-preserved
collections of Japanese-era tobacco curing barns. Together, these landscapes con-
tinue to reflect a way of life that remains closely connected to the everyday experi-
ences of local residents.

Fenglin's local industries are equally rooted in the land. Botanical dyeing, peanut
confectionery, agricultural processing, and environmentally friendly farming all
demonstrate the dedication of local artisans to craftsmanship, natural materials,
and environmental stewardship. Throughout the year, community life unfolds with
the rice-growing cycle, Hakka Winter Harvest Opera performances, and the Amis
Harvest Festival, where celebrations of song, dance, and shared meals express grat-
itude for the land.

What Fenglin seeks to preserve is not only its
tobacco barns, Hakka courtyard houses, and
rural scenery, but also a way of life embodied by
the traditional ideal of "working in the fields on
sunny days and studying on rainy ones" This
spirit of valuing resources, fostering mutual
trust, and lifelong learning makes "slow" not
merely a way of travel, but a conscious choice to
respect cultural heritage and enhance quality of
life.

Keywords | Hakka Heritage + Tobacco Barn
Settlements « Educational Tradition
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Carving the Spirit of a Mountain Town Through
Wood, Mist, and Tradition

Located in southern Miaoli County and embraced by Guandao Mountain and Huoyan
Mountain, Sanyi Township is widely known as the "Town of Mist" and Taiwan's
renowned center of woodcarving. Here, mountain landscapes, Hakka heritage,
railway history, and traditional craftsmanship come together to shape a distinctive
Cittaslow community.

Beginning at Shuimei Woodcarving Street and Guangsheng Old Street, visitors can
follow the historic Old Mountain Line Railway to Shengxing Station and Longteng
Bridge. Along the way, woodcarving warkshops, historic streets, and railway relics
reveal tthe layers of history shaped by generations of local industry.

The rhythm of life in Sanyi follows the changing seasons. In spring, hillsides are
covered with blooming tung blossoms, while in winter, mustard greens are tradition-
ally preserved through sun-drying, salting, and fermentation to produce the local
specialty known as fucai. Hakka cuisine is known for its rich, savory, and aromatic
flavors, while experiences in woodcarving, indigo dyeing, and woodworking tradition-
al craftsmanship to be appreciated and passed on in contemporary ways.

In recent years, returning young residents, community organizations, and local
schools have collaborated on initiatives ranging from timber industry revitalization
and civic participation to the preservation of Pazeh cultural heritage. Together, these
efforts continue to enrich the cultural depth and sustainability of Sanyi as a
Cittaslow community.

The essence of Sanyi's slow lifestyle is found not only in its mist-covered mountains
or the fragrance of wood, but also in the enduring relationship between people,
craftsmanship, and place. It is a mountain town where tradition and everyday life
continue to shape one another with care and intention.

Keywords | Woodcarving Heritage - Old Mountain Line Railway - Hakka Culture
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A Mountain Cittaslow Where Diverse Cultures
and Nature Thrive Together

Nestled beside the Xue Mountain Range in northeastern Miaoli County, Nanzhuang
Township is a mountain community where the cultures of the Saisiyat, Atayal,
Hakka, Hoklo, and newer immigrant communities have flourished together. Histori-
cally sustained by the camphor, coal mining, and forestry industries, the township
has gradually transformed into a destination where ecological conservation,
cultural heritage, and community life form the foundation of its slow-living philos-

ophy.

From Nanzhuang Old Street, Osmanthus Alley, and Shisanjian Old Street, visitors
can cross Kangji Suspension Bridge before continuing to the Penglai Fish Watching
Trail, Xiangtian Lake, or Mount Jiali. Walking through narrow lanes, alongside
streams, and into mountain forests reveals a way of life that has long embraced
harmony between people and nature,

The changing seasons are closely intertwined with local produce and cultural tradi-
tions. Tung blossoms brighten the hillsides in spring, while Makino bamboo shoots
reach their peak harvest during April and May. Hakka cuisine reflects seasonal
wisdom, and the ceremonial traditions of the Saisiyat people, the mountain knowl-
edge of the Atayal people, together with traditional weaving and bamboo crafts-
manship, preserve the enduring relationship between different communities and
their natural environment.

The Cittaslow spirit of Nanzhuang lies in balancing tourism with respect for tribal
communities and the protection of rivers and forests. Culture is not presented
merely as a performance for visitors, but continues to be lived, practised, and
shared by local residents, creating a mountain town that is both sustainable and
deeply rooted in cultural diversity.

Keywords | Cultural Diversity « Mountain Ecology + Settlement Culture
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A Cittaslow Rooted in Rice Fields, Historic
Streets, and Community Life

Formerly known as Dapulin, Dalin Township lies on the fertile Jianan Plain and is a
Cittaslow community shaped by agriculture, historic places, and the warmth of
local relationships. Rich farmland supports the cultivation of rice, giant bamboo
shoots, pineapples, bananas, and Phalaenopsis orchids. From rice planting in
spring to harvest in autumn, daily life follows the rhythm of farming and the chang-
ing seasons. Generations of agricultural knowledge and environmentally friendly
farming practices have made the countryside not only a place of production, but
also a foundation for community connection.

Beginning at Dalin Railway Station, visitors can stroll through traditional markets,
long-established local shops, the Wan Guo Theatre, and the former Dalin Sugar
Factory, discovering the layers of history that have shaped the town. Through com-
munity-led restoration and revitalisation, the Wan Guo Theatre has become an
important cultural hub once again, while Liu-San Park reflects the shared efforts
and living aesthetics of local residents in community building. Each spring, the
golden blossoms of the Golden trumpet tree in Chenjingliao create a spectacular
rural avenue, adding seasonal beauty to the agricultural landscape.

For Dalin, the spirit of "slow" is not found in rapid development, but in cherishing
agriculture, preserving historic architecture, and nurturing the close-knit relation-
ships that define everyday life. Here, ordinary moments become the town's most
memorable scenery.

Keywords | Environmentally Friendly Agriculture -
Wan Guo Theatre - Community Life
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Zhutian Township,
Pingtung County
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Where Liudui Hakka Heritage Lives On Among
Canals and a Historic Railway Station

Located in the heart of the Pingtung Plain,
Zhutian Township is the central settlement
of the historic Liudui Hakka region. For gen-
erations, its identity has been shaped by
agriculture, irrigation canals, local folk
beliefs, and Hakka cultural traditions.

Beginning at the beautifully preserved Japa-
nese-era wooden station Zhutian Railway Station, completed in 1939, visitors can
stroll through Dadi Village, irrigation canals, and traditional settlements, discover-
ing the histarical traces of agricultural transport, Hakka migration, and everyday
community life. Within the station precinct, the Ishigami Ichiro Library preserves a
unique chapter in the long-standing cultural exchange between Taiwan and Japan.

Lemons, Oncidium orchids, and traditionally brewed soy sauce are among Zhut-
ian's best-known local industries. Meanwhile, floral offerings known as Panhua
(basket flowers), betel nut fan craftsmanship, and the rhythms of life along the old
streets preserve the refined craftsmanship and ritual traditions of Hakka culture.

Each year, during the birthday celebration of the local Earth God (Bogong) in the
second lunar month, residents express gratitude to the land and their local guard-
ian deity through worship ceremonies, basket flowers arrangement, and communi-
ty participation.

The Cittaslow values of Zhutian are not expressed through creating new tourist
attractions, but through the collective preservation of its historic railway station,
irrigation network, rural landscapes, and living folk traditions. In doing so, Hakka
culture continues to be lived, understood, and passed from one generation to the
next.

Keywords | Liudui Hakka Heritage +
Zhutian Railway Station « Panhua Floral Tradition
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Chishang Township,
Taitung County

Where Rice Fields
Become a Shared Stage
for Life and Art

Located in the heart of the Huatung
Valley, Chishang Township is surround-
ed by the Central Mountain Range and
the Coastal Mountain Range. Its vast rice
fields, pure water sources, and seasonal
agricultural cycles have shaped the
unique character of this rural township.

Through the long-term promotion of the
Chishang Rice certification system, rice
has become more than a local agricul-
tural product. It represents the quality
of the land, agricultural expertise, and
the community's collective identity.
From transplanting seedlings and tend-



ing the fields to harvesting rice,
residents' daily lives remain closely
connected to the rhythm of rice cultiva-
tion, transforming the landscape into a
constantly evolving scene of everyday
life.

Cycling through Wanan Village, Mr.
Brown Boulevard, Road to Heaven, and
the narrow paths between rice fields
before reaching Dapo Pond invites
visitors to discover a different side of
Chishang beyond its well-known attrac-
tions. Along the way, they can observe
farmers at work, residents enjoying
leisurely walks, and the rhythms of
village life. Sowing in spring, growing in
summer, harvesting in autumn, and

letting the land lie fallow in winter, the
rhythm of life in Chishang continues to
unfold in harmony with the cycles of
farming.

Events such as the Autumn Harvest Art
Festival, Grain Barn Art Museum, and
other local cultural activities transform
farmland into a platform for artistic and
cultural exchange. The essence of Chis-
hang’ s slow lifestyle is not about turn-
ing the countryside into a landscape to
be admired from afar. Instead, itis about
sustaining the relationship between
agriculture, culture, and everyday life
through landscape conservation, com-
munity participation, and arts-led revit-
alisation.

Keywords | Chishang Rice - Rice Field Art * Slow Cycling Experience
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Dongyin Township,
Lienchiang County
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Slowing Down Among Sea Breeze, Stone Steps,
and Wartime Memories

Located at the northernmost point of the Matsu Archipelago, Dongyin Township is
the northernmost township of Taiwan. Its granite coastlines, steep terrain,
Min-Dong settlements, and wartime heritage sites create a distinctive island land-
scape with a strong sense of place.

Beginning at the Zhongcheng Gate and walking upward through the stone stairways
and narrow lanes of Zhongliu and Lehua villages, visitors can discover the histori-
cal layers of Dongyin, from a Min-Dong fishing community and military frontier to
its present development as an island destination. Traditional houses, military
structures, and everyday village life together reveal the township’ s unique histori-
cal transformation.

The island’ s cuisine is deeply connected to its marine environment. Yellow croaker,
striped beakfish, red yeast specialties, Jiguang biscuits, traditional aged wine, and
Kaoliang liguor form the distinctive flavours of Dongyin. Produced through long
periods of low-temperature fermentation during winter, aged wine preserves not
only the taste of the island, but also the passage of time embedded in local food
traditions.

Dongyong Lighthouse, granite coastal landscapes shaped by marine erosion, the
famous Blue Tears phenomenaon, and black-tailed gulls reveal different expres-
sions of this northern island throughout the seasons.

The quality tourism pursued by Dongyin is not based on mass development, but on
preserving the beauty of settlements, environmental landscapes, and cultural
traditions. Through community aesthetics, environmental care, and local cultural
activities, Dongyin protects its clean coastline, star-filled dark skies, and everyday
island life, allowing visitors to understand the island at a slower and more mean-
ingful pace.

Keywords | Marine Erosion Landscapes « Wartime Heritage « Island Life
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Following the Seasons of the Mountains in the
Atayal Homeland

Located in the northeastern mountains of Taichung City, Heping District is the larg-
est administrative district in the city by area. Forests, river valleys, high-mountain
settlements, and agricultural landscapes across different elevations together
shape the magnificent and diverse character of the Atayal homeland.

The areas of Leishan, Guguan, Wuling, Mt. Dasyueshan, and Mt. Basianshan are
renowned for their rich forest ecosystems, hot springs, and alpine scenery. Working
in harmony with seasonal changes, local farmers cultivate peaches, pears, persim-
mons, tea, and high-mountain vegetables, following the agricultural cycle from
winter pruning and spring blossoms to summer and autumn harvests.

Entering the Indigenous communities along the Daan River and Dajia River basins,
visitors can discover the wisdom of living together with the mountains through
traditional houses, Atayal weaving, forest hunting traditions, and Indigenous
cuisine.

The "Travel with Silig" program replaces fast-paced tourism with community-based
cultural experiences, allowing local residents to become the storytellers of their
own culture and the hosts of meaningful encounters. The Indigenous experimental
education program at P'uma Elementary School also provides new opportunities
for language revitalisation and cultural transmission.

The Cittaslow spirit of Heping lies in following the rhythms of the mountains and
seasons, finding balanced paths of development within the boundaries of nature.
Through the combined efforts of cultural preservation, agricultural practices, and
younth returning to their homeland, Heping continues to build a sustainable future
rooted in its Indigenous heritage.

Keywords | Atayal Culture - Alpine Agriculture - Indigenous Community Experiences
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Gukeng Township,
Yunlin County
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A Cup of Coffee Connecting Mountains Villages,
Culture, and Nature

Stretching from the Jianan Plain into rolling hills and mountain
landscapes, Gukeng Township is often celebrated as the “Yunlin
County’ s backyard”. The township is renowned for its coffee,
oranges, and giant bamboo shoots. Gukeng coffee in particular
has developed a distinctive character through its subtropical
island climate and mountainous environment.

After experiencing periods of prosperity and decline, the local
coffee industry has been revitalised in recent years by local
farmers and young people returning to their hometowns.
Through cultivation, harvesting, processing, and roasting, a
single cup of coffee has once again become a bridge connecting
agricultural knowledge, the natural environment, and the stories
of the people who lives here.

Beyond its cafes, Huashan, Caoling area, and the surrounding mountain villages
reveal the authentic rhythm of rural life. Coffee plantations, traditional residences,
stone-built landscapes, and forest trails illustrate the close relationship between
people and the land. The Green Tunnel, the Caoling geological landscape, and the
Huashan Literature Trail further connect ecological conservation, local literature,
and leisure experiences into a distinctive cultural landscape.

Gukeng actively promotes ecological well-being, environmental education, and
experimental learning while strengthening its Cittaslow identity through events
such as the Taiwan Coffee Festival and the Orange Lifestyle Festival.

For Gukeng, "slow" is more than taking time to enjoy a cup of coffee. It is a way of
life cultivated through farming, mountain ecology, and community participation,
one that encourages respect for life and appreciation of the environment.

Keywords | Taiwanese Coffee - Hillside Ecology » Mindful Slow Living
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Yuli Township,
Hualien County
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Living in Rhythm with Rice Fields, Daylilies,
and the Marketplace

Situated in the heart of the Huatung Valley, Yuli Township—formerly known as Pu
Shi Ge, namely the unpolished gem pavilion—is surrounded by mountain ranges
and nourished by pristine waters flowing from the highlands. These abundant
natural resources sustain its extensive farmlands and thriving communities. Yuli
rice, the golden daylilies of Chike Mountain, and Cherry Valley ducks are among the
township's signature products, while Yuli noodles and Antong Hot Springs have
become enduring symbols of local life and travel memories.

Setting out from Yuli Railway Station, visitors can wander pass the town round-
about, the traditional market, noodle-making workshops, public laundry pavilion,
and Xietian Temple, tracing the layers of industry, faith, and everyday life that have
accumulated over more than a century.

Yuli is also home to numerous Amis Indigenous communities, where ceremonial
traditions, songs, cuisine, and handicrafts continue to embody a way of life rooted
in harmony with the mountains and the land. At Cerch Community, the traditional
spirit of Mipaliu—a tradition of mutual aid and labor exchange in the Amis indige-
nous language —continues to inspire contemporary community life through collab-
oration, knowledge sharing, and agricultural education.

From rice planting in spring to the Amis Harvest Festival and Chike Mountain Daylily
Season in summer, followed by the autumn rice harvest, the rhythm of Yuli is
guided by agriculture and the local marketplace. Young entrepreneurs are also
reinterpreting local terroir through handcrafted desserts, tea, and agricultural
products.

In Yuli, the essence of "slow" lies in the mutual support between agriculture, Indig-
enous culture, and youthful creativity, sustaining a valley town where people and
place continue to flourish together.

Keywords | Valley Agriculture - Cultural Diversity - Market Life
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Luye Township,
Taitung County

~E-HEFMAXZE
REPMBIEES

BB MU R mERETRAERLTE PR
REBFULERZEOREAMR ZERE T
H-RRERZTREET - WA HERMERK-
TR -BABREEEREFERAREEIESL
BTEERE BARE - REREE LR GE R
XA R - BEHU—&E T =X I8 EH
ARE HPSEZE ZBRER URKR K
BRI HEPBENEES.

MCREEETFRXBENEENAR EEBEF
EMEARZ - AR KRR OEER BER
BEAHEAH I AR O -EERBN GRE
RERSABE JEREE-RH -BHF/EHR
EREREEVNEE -FRAKBREFHNESA
ER-EBEHEHEBHBR NEAETRE-EE-
WHmRRAREHZP -EHFR BFEBE
RAZ MEBAEXRZ - HEEZTXUZHE 2
URHRAEETA G E-

HEMEY | ARE -EERE SRl

60



A Valley of Slow Living Unfolding Through Tea,
Fields, and Open Skies

Located at the confluence of the Beinan River and the Luye River, Luye Township is
embraced by the open landscapes between the Central Mountain Range and the
Coastal Mountain Range. Its tea plantations, rice fields, pineapple farms, and
diverse agricultural practices have shaped a vibrant valley community.

Luye carries a rich history of cultural diversity, where the migration of Amis, Plains
Indigenous peoples, Japanese, and Han settlers from western Taiwan (both Hoklo
and Hakka) have lived together over generations. Their shared memories remain
visible in Longtian Settlement, Japanese-style architecture, the Green Tunnel, and
the cultural landscapes formed throughout different historical periods.

The local character of Luye is often described through "one highland, two water-
ways, and three industries" Its highland landscape, river environments, and the
three major agricultural industries of tea, rice, and pineapple together define the
township’ s identity.

Red Oolong tea represents an important achievement in Luye’ s agricultural trans-
formation. Young people returning to their hometowns have continued traditional
tea-making techniques while developing new approaches to tea production and
branding., Through their efforts, the aroma of tea carries the dedication of farmers
and their connection to the land.

Walking or cycling through Longtian Village and along the Green Tunnel, visitors
can encounter traditional houses, farmland, small local shops, and the relaxed
rhythm of everyday community life. Although hot air balloons have brought wider
attention to Luye, the true charm of this Cittaslow community remains in its tea
seasons, agricultural cycles, local markets, and village rhythms.

The slow spirit of Luye is not found in pursuing rapid development, but in building
long-term resilience among the sky, fields, and diverse cultures. It is about creating
a place where people can continue to live in harmony with the land.

Keywords | Red Oolong Tea + Longtian Settlement - Highland Slow Travel
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